


2009 SOFTBALL PROFILES 2009 SOFTBALL PROFILES/HEAD COACH
#1 Megan Thompson
3B/C • JR • R/R • Berea, OH

At Ashland: Thompson has played in a reserve role in her first two 
years with the Eagles.  The coaching staff is looking to get her more 
at-bats in 2008.  Thompson figures to see action at catcher, third 
base and maybe designated player.

High School: Thompson earned 10 letters in high school. She 
lettered four times each in softball and volleyball and two in bas-

ketball.  Thompson was a first team all-conference choice in softball 
and was the team’s most valuable player.  She was also honored as the team’s top defen-
sive player.  In basketball, Thompson was honorable mention All-Southwestern Conference.

Personal:  The junior is a middle grades education major.  Her parents are Tom and Laurie 
Thompson

Year	 G	 AB	 R	 H	 AVG	 2B	 3B	 HR	 RBI	 SB-SBA
2008	 9	 7	 1	 3	 .429	 0	 0	 0	 1	 0-0
2007	 3	 2	 0	 1	 .500	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0-0
TOT	 12	 9	 1	 4	 .444	 0	 0	 0	 1	 0-0

#3 Lyndsey Brandt
OF • SO • L/R • Painesville, OH/Riverside

At Ashland: Midway through last season Brandt emerged as one of 
the Eagles’ top outfielders. She will be a key player for AU in 2008.  
AU head coach Sheilah Gulas considers her a top-flight defensive 
player, one of the best outfielders the Eagles have had. Brandt will 
play center field this season.   A year ago, she started 31 of 36 
games and was second on the team in stolen bases. Look for the 
Eagles to take advantage of her speed in 2008.  Brandt didn’t com-

mit an error while handling 51 chances.

High School: At Riverside, Brandt starred in softball, soccer and basketball.  She earned a 
total of 11 letters, four each in softball and soccer and three in basketball.   Her senior year 
she hit .500 and scored 20 runs.  The outfielder was named to the all-conference second 
team three times and was cited as the conference’s defensive player of the year twice.  
She was named as a first team all-star by the Cleveland Plain-Dealer and the News Herald.  
While she was at Riverside, the softball team won two conference championships and a 
district crown.  In soccer, Brandt was a first team all-league choice four times.

Personal: Brandt has not declared a major.  She is the daughter of Kelly and Karen Brandt.

Year	 G	 AB	 R	 H	 AVG	 2B	 3B	 HR	 RBI	 SB-SBA
2008	 36	 70	 16	 20	 .286	 2	 0	 0	 5	 11-15

#4 Shannon Gray
1B • SR • R/R • Nova, OH/Crestview

At Ashland: A year ago, Gray had an outstanding year on the 
mound, going 11-5 with a team-low 1.94 ERA.  Gray tied for the 
team lead in victories. She pitched 101 innings and had 47 strike-
outs.  Gray also saw limited action in the outfield and during that 
time, displayed the ability to be a solid hitter. For that reason, she 
figures in AU’s plans this season at first base.  She will be expected 
to be one of AU’s top offensive threats and in early-season drills, 

has shown a steady glove at first base.  Last season, Gray had seven extra-base hits (six 
doubles).  Gray was named the GLIAC player of the year once last season.  In 2006, Gray 
played the outfield and pitched.  She played nine games in the outfield and pitched in nine 
games.  She pitched three complete games. Her line included a five-hit shutout of Wheel-
ing Jesuit. Gray also twirled a six-hitter to defeat Saint Joseph’s, 8-1.  Her record was 4-6.  
She belted the first home of her career, a pinch-hit three-run homer against Hillsdale.

High School: AU fans got to watch Gray throughout her high school career as she was a 
standout at nearby Crestview High School.  She was the Ashland Times-Gazette player of 
the year and the Firelands Conference player of the year in 2004.  Gray helped Crestview 
win three Firelands Conference championships. She pitched four no-hitters and had 482 
career strikeouts.  Gray batted .379.  She also lettered once in basketball.

Personal: Gray is the daughter of Donald and Kim Gray.  She is a business administration 
major and works in the sports information office as an office assistant and statistician.  
Gray began her career at East Carolina.

Year	 G	 AB	 R	 H	 AVG	 2B	 3B	 HR	 RBI	 SB-SBA
2008	 28	 64	 8	 24	 .375	 6	 0	 1	 10	 0-0
2007	 27	 19	 5	   1	 .053	 0	 1	 0	   3	 0-0
TOT	 55	 83	 13	 25	 .301	 6	 1	 1	 13	 0-0

2009 SOFTBALL PROFILES
#7 Katie Wills
2B/OF • FR • R/R • Mason, OH

At Ashland: Most of Wills’ experience has been in the outfield, but 
the AU coaching staff wants her to work at second base as well to 
provide depth in the middle infield.  The coaching staff likes her 
offensive potential and a good start to the season could result in 
added opportunities.

High School: Wills knows about winning, she comes from a 
program that was a state semifinalist.  Wills earned four letters on 

the diamond and was first team All-Greater Miami Conference.  She led the conference in 
batting average.  Wills was the first player in three years at Mason to be a four-year starter.  
In the 2007 postseason she hit .583 and had the game-winning RBI in a regional semifinal 
game.  During her career, Mason won conference, regional and sectional championships.  
Wills has an extensive travel ball resume. In 2007 she hit .400 for the ASA Gold Nationals.  
She played the outfield for Buckeye Heat and third base for MVXpress Gold.  In 2006 she 
was a USA Women’s World Cup Selection Netherlands and played for the Cincy Storm.  She 
played in the USSSA World Series in 2005 where she hit .467 with a .933 slugging percent-
age.  Again, she played for the Cincy Storm.

Personal: The freshman is the daughter of Jeffrey and Kayla Wills.  She plans to major in 
broadcast communication.

#8 Jenni Goodrich
OF • FR • R/L • Phoenix, AZ/Pinnacle

At Ashland: One of the goals of the Eagles early in the season is 
to build outfield depth.  Goodrich is one of several young outfield-
ers looking to stake a claim to a regular spot in the outfield.  The 
early part of the season will be used to sort out that situation, which  
means Goodrich figures to be in the mix for early playing time.

High School: Goodrich was second team all-region in 2006 and 
2007.  In 2007 she received the Pinnacle Softball Award.  In 2007 

Goodrich hit .362 and drove in 17 runs.  That year she was second team 4A Desert Sky 
region. Goodrich earned three letters in softball.

Personal: The AU outfielder is the daughter of Timothy and Susan Goodrich.  She has not 
declared a major.

#9 Carrie Hosier
2B • JR • L/R • Decatur, AL/Jefferson State CC

At Ashland: The Eagles are counting on Hosier to start at second 
base.  She played in the outfield a year ago at Jefferson State Com-
munity College, but from what the Eagles saw in the fall, Hosier will 
be fine in the infield. She also brings speed and good bat control to 
the plate and could fit into the batting order in several spots.

High School/Junior College: Hosier was a NJCAA all-region selec-
tion in 2007 and 2008 at Jefferson State.  She was also a NJCAA 

Academic All-America.  A year ago she hit .360 in 34 games.  Hosier had a .413 slugging 
percentage and a fielding percentage of .962.  She was 40-for-40 in stolen bases in her 
two years at Jefferson State.  At Austin (AL) High School, Hosier earned four letters in 
softball and four in basketball.

Personal: Hosier is the daughter of Randy and Angie Hosier.   She is a history and business 
administration major.

#10 Erica Miller
OF • SO • L/L • Indianapolis, IN/Franklin Central

At Ashland: Miller’s college career got off to a rousing start.  She 
was the 2008 GLIAC freshman of the year. Miller led the Eagles in 
batting average, hits, doubles, total bases and slugging percentage.  
She was 5-for-5 in stolen base attempts and displayed a solid glove 
in the outfield.  Miller thrived a year ago hitting at the top of the 
order. She could hit there again in 2009, but the possibility exists 
that she could be dropped into the middle of the order where she 

could develop into a serious RBI threat. Miller played all 46 games last season and was one 
of five players on the club to start every game.

High School: The sophomore was a four-year letterwinner at Franklin Central.  During 
her career she was an all-conference and all-county pick.  In 2006 she hit .386, belted 14 
doubles and scored 25 runs.  Miller was a member of the 2007 World Cup team.

Personal: Miller is a secondary education major. Her parents are Dennis and Mary Miller.

Year	 G	 AB	 R	 H	 AVG	 2B	 3B	 HR	 RBI	 SB-SBA
2008	 46	 157	 30	 57	 .363	 10	 3	 0	 19	 5-5

#11 Emlyn Knerem
P • FR • R/R • Brunswick, OH

At Ashland: Knerem comes to AU accompanied by high expecta-
tions. She is expected to be a major part of the pitching staff in 
2008.  With Shannon Gray moving from the mound to first base, 
the Eagles need someone to fill innings.  The Eagles believe 
Knerem can do that. She will be counted on heavily from the 
season’s first pitch.

High School: In 2007 Knerem was 18-3.  She struck out 280 bat-
ters that season and posted a 0.53 ERA.  In 2007 Brunswick was the district runnerup.  
The Blue Devils won conference and district titles in 2006.  During her career, Knerem 
was first team all-conference and all-district.  She also earned All-Ohio laurels.  She was 
the Medina County MVP.

Personal: The AU pitcher is the daughter of Barb and Chuck Knerem.  She has not 
declared a major.

#13 Kayli Gatts
P/DH • FR • R/R • Akron, OH/Green

At Ashland: Gatts may be able to help the Eagles immediately 
with her bat. While she will be part of the pitching staff, the coach-
ing staff believes her greatest contributions this season will be at 
the plate.

High School: As a junior, Gatts was 14-6 with a 0.56 ERA.  She 
hit .329 that season.  Through the first three years of her college 

career she was 40-16 with a .327 career batting average.  Dur-
ing her career, she was an All-Suburban League selection.  Gatts earned four letters in 
softball.

Personal: The freshman is the daughter of Natalie and J.R. Gatts.  She has not declared 
a major.

#14 Brianna Woody
SS • FR • R/R • Cleveland, OH/Magnificat

At Ashland: Woody is penciled in as the starting shortstop.  The 
Eagles believe that defensively she will be fine.   The first part of 
the season will be used to see where she will hit in the order.

High School: Woody was named first team All-Northeast Ohio.  
She won a Scholar-Athlete award at Magnificat.    She hit .443 
with six triples, four doubles and two homers.  She owned a 

slugging percentage of .670.  In 2005 and 2007 Magnificat was the 
district runnerup.

Personal:  The AU shortstop is an athletic training major.  Her parents are Jill Woody and 
Ralph Woody.

#15 Erin Porter 
C • SR • R/R • Middlefield, OH/Cardinal

At Ashland: Porter is a transfer from Denison.  She did not play 
softball last year, so she may have to work through a transition 
period.  The current plan is for Porter and Megan Thompson to see 
time behind the plate.

High School: At Cardinal High School, Porter lettered in softball 
(four), basketball (three) and volleyball (two). She was an All-Ohio 

selection in softball.

Personal: Porter is the daughter of Kathy Kilbane and Jim Porter.  Porter is in graduate 
school and is working on her master’s degree in sport education.

#16 Nicole Lenart
OF • SR • R/R • Baden, PA/North Allegheny

At Ashland: Lenart is the most experienced member of AU’s 
outfield brigade. She is projected to be the starting left fielder in 
2008.  In the past, Lenart has had some solid years offensively and 
the Eagles are counting on her to provide that this season.  In both 
2006 and 2007 she was steady and that’s what AU is seeking this 
season.  In 2007, she was fourth on the team in RBI.  That season, 

she hit two home runs in a game against Northwood.

High School: Lenart was part of a North Allegheny High School team that was the state 
runnerup in 2003.  North Allegheny was the WPIAL runnerup in 2004.  As a senior, Lenart 
was the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette North player of the year.  That season she hit .471 with 
seven homers and 23 RBI.

Personal: The AU outfielder is the daughter of Bill and Pam Lenart.  She is an early child-
hood education major.

Year	 G	 AB	 R	 H	 AVG	 2B	 3B	 HR	 RBI	 SB-SBA
2008	 29	   35	   7	   7	 .200	 4	 0	 0	   3	 0-1
2007	 46	 121	 20	 32	 .264	 9	 1	 3	 18	 3-3
2006	 51	 123	 21	 34	 .276	 6	 1	 2	 16	 3-6
TOT	 126	 279	 48	 73	 .262	 19	 2	 5	 37	 6-10

#18 Logan Hursey
P/1B • SO • L/L • Zanesville, OH/John Glenn

At Ashland: A year ago, Hursey was a workhorse on the mound. 
She paced the team in innings pitched, strikeouts, starts and 
complete games.  She tied for the team lead in victories.  Hursey 
figures prominently in Ashland’s pitching plans again this season, 
but she will also see time at first base. She enters the season 
sharing that position with senior Shannon Gray.  She got limited 
opportunities a year ago at the plate, but showed enough promise 

that the AU coaching staff believes she can provide major help in the middle of the order.  
Hursey is one of AU’s top young players and the goal is to get her on the field as much as 
possible.

High School: Four times Hursey was named first team All-Muskingum Valley League.  
She was a four-time all-state pick and that includes a spot on the All-Ohio first team.  In 
her first three years at John Glenn, she hurled seven no-hitters and three perfect games.  
Hursey also played one year of volleyball.

Personal: The sophomore is a business major.  She is the daughter of Gary and Connie 
Hursey.

Pitching
Year	 G	 GS	 CG	 IP	 H	 R	 ER	 K	 BB	 W-L	 ERA
2008	 24	 21	 17	 137.0	 127	 59	 45	 73	 35	 11-9	 2.30
Hitting
Year	 G	 AB	 R	 H	 AVG	 2B	 3B	 HR	 RBI	 SB-SBA
2008	 16	 36	 5	 9	 .250	 1	 0	 2	 6	 2-2

#20 Alyssa Kelley
3B • FR • L/R • Mentor, OH

At Ashland: The coaching staff is impressed with Kelley’s skills of-
fensively and defensively. She’s expected to see extended playing 
time at third base, but has the range, arm and mobility to slide over 
to shortstop.  Even though she is a rookie, she will be counted on 
as a run producer.

High School: Kelley has a very unique background, she played 
high school baseball in 2004.  Later she moved to softball and in 

2006-2007, played on a Mentor team that claimed a Lake Erie League championship.  
That same year Mentor won a district crown.  In 2007 she was the team’s co-defensive 
player of the year.   Kelley was named to the Lake County Coaches Association team (first 
team).  She also played for the Sunraze fastpitch team where she hit a team-leading .516.  
Kelley also had an outstanding basketball career at Mentor.  She played on teams that 
won league and district championships.  She started as a freshman and was honored as 
the program’s freshman of the year. 

Personal: The AU freshman is the daughter of Robert and Denise Kelley.  She is a history 
education major.

#33 Samantha Hendrix
P • JR • R/R • Rogersville, AL/Madison Academy

At Ashland: Throughout her career, Hendrix has been used in both 
relief and as a starting pitcher. That versatility should serve her 
well again in 2008.  Because of her experience, she can expect an 
expanded role this season.  A year ago, she won four of her final 
five decisions.  In 2007, she was AU’s number two pitcher behind 
Jaime Williams. That season, she teamed with Williams to throw 
the first combined no-hitter in school history, a 9-0 victory over 

Queens (NC).  Hendrix pitched three innings in that gem.

High School: Hendrix played on highly-success teams during her prep career. She played 
on a team that won a state championship in 2001 and in 2002, Madison Academy was the 
state runnerup.  At the time of her graduation, she was Alabama’s career leader in innings 
(1,100). She was third in strikeouts (1,149) and shutouts (52) and fourth in victories (109).  
Hendrix also excelled as a hitter, she had a .320 career batting average and drove in 80 
runs.  She lettered in softball and volleyball.

Personal: The junior is a computer arts and graphics programming major. Her parents are 
Jerry and Dee Ann Hendrix.

Year	 G	 GS	 CG	 IP	 H	 R	 ER	 K	 BB	 W-L	 ERA
2008	 14	 12	 4	 66.0	 69	 30	 21	 37	 22	 7-3	 2.23
2007	 23	 10	 4	 82.1	 98	 48	 40	 43	 16	 5-7	 3.40
TOT	 37	 22	 8	 148.1	 167	 78	 61	 80	 38	 12-10	 2.88

SHEILAH GULAS 
Head Coach

There’s not a skyscraper to be found in Ashland, OH. The 
tallest building in the county is AU’s library.

She’s not architect, but Ashland University head softball coach 
Sheilah Gulas knows about building for the sky.  Lofty goals and life 
on the top floor – at the top of the league standings – are a way of 
life for Gulas-coached teams.  At every stop of her coaching career 

she’s put an unshakable foundation in place.  The sky has always 
been the limit when Gulas is at the helm.

The 2009 season will be the 13th for Gulas at AU.  Six times she has led the Eagles 
to 30 or more wins in a season.  She’s never had a losing season at Ashland and with Gulas 
in the dugout, AU has won three GLIAC Tournament championships, four GLIAC regular-
season crowns and advanced to the NCAA playoffs five times.

Gulas is AU’s all-time leader in victories – her record in Purple and Gold is 422-206.  
This is her 23rd year as a collegiate head coach. Her career mark is 625-330.  Under Gulas, 
the AU program has featured some of the most prolific players in the country.  Outfielder 
Sunny Litteral was a four-time All-America.  Former pitcher Natalie Pry was an All-America 
who won 78 games.  Former catcher Alicia Longstreth, in addition to being a dominant 
player on the field, was a first team Academic All-America.

Gulas came to the Eagles from NCAA Division III Wittenberg.  She coached there from 
1991-1996 and her 1994 team set a school record for wins (18).  Her teams ranked among 
the nation’s Top 10 academic teams every year she was at Wittenberg.  Gulas also coached 
women’s soccer at Wittenberg.

Prior to arriving at Wittenberg, Gulas coached one of the most dominant Division III 
programs in the country at Allegheny.  She coached the Gators from 1987-1990 and was 
123-40.  Allegheny was the national runnerup in 1988 and was fifth in the country in 1987, 
1989 and 1990.  Gulas was named the NCAA Division III national coach of the year in 1988 
and 1989.

The AU head coach is a leader on the national level.  Gulas was the tournament 
director in 2007 when AU hosted the NCAA Division II softball championships at Firestone 
Stadium in Akron, OH.  From 1990-1995 she was the national chairperson for Division III on 
the NCAA softball committee.   She served as the National Fastpitch Coaches Association 
First Vice-President from 2001-2005.

Gulas is a 1983 Clarion graduate. She earned her master’s degree in education from 
Allegheny in 1989.

Gulas and her husband, George, reside in Medina, OH.

BILL GRAHAM 
Assistant Coach

Bill Graham is in his second season as an assistant coach at 
AU.

From 2004-2007, Graham was an assistant baseball coach 
and then the interim head softball coach at Saginaw Valley State. 
He worked as an assistant softball coach at Edinboro (2001-2003) 
and was the head baseball coach at Gannon (1999-2001). Graham’s 

background also includes stints as an assistant softball coach (1992-
1995) and baseball coach (1995-1998) at Penn State-Behrend.

Graham earned his bachelor’s degree in psychology from Penn State-Behrend in 
1994.  He received his master’s degree in leadership and public administration from  
Saginaw Valley State in 2005.

DAVE LEFFEW 
Assistant Coach

Dave Leffew is in his fourth season as AU’s pitching coach.
Leffew was the head softball coach at Keystone High School in 

LaGrange, OH, for 20 years. His career record is 428-77.  His teams 
made six trips to the state Final Four, including four trips to the state 
title game.  In 1999, the Wildcats were 33-0 and captured the Ohio 
Division II state championship.

Leffew gives private pitching lessons and conducts  
pitching clinics throughout Northeast Ohio.  He has coached 14 All-Ohio pitchers and  
two All-Americas.

The AU assistant coach and his wife, Suzanne, reside in Penfield Township, OH.

A.G. KRUGER 
Strength and Conditioning Coach

A.G. Kruger is in his first year as AU’s strength and condition-
ing coach. 

Kruger is a two-time United States Olympian in the hammer 
throw.  A native of Sheldon, IA, he has won three consecutive U.S. 
championships in the event. He was the champion at the 2008 
Olympic Trials after finishing as the runnerup at the 2004 Trials.

Kruger is a 2001 graduate of Morningside College. In 2001 he 
won an NCAA Division II championship in the hammer.

This is the first time AU has employed a strength and conditioning coach.  Kruger 
develops strength and conditioning programs for AU student-athletes and teams and also 
provides information and plans on diet and training.

He and his wife, Laura, reside in Ashland.

DR. CURT ICKES 
Sports Psychology/Mental Training Coach

A licensed clinical psychologist, Dr. Curt Ickes has been 
employed as an associate professor of psychology at Ashland 
University since 1987. Trained in cognitive behavioral techniques 
and psycho-diagnostics, he is particularly interested in the study 
and application of psychological factors which lead to optimal 
athletic performance.

Dr. Ickes teaches the clinical psychology courses at AU and 
also has a limited private practice. He earned his undergraduate degree at Ashland College 
and holds graduate degrees from the University of Akron and Kent State University.

ASSISTANT COACHES


